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The Nation of Poets and Musicians

"Name me an animal so clever that I cannot imitate it!"
the Ape boasted to the Fox. But the Fox replied: "And you,
name me an animal so contemptible that it might even take
it into its head to imitate youI" Authors of my nation, need
I explain myself more clearly?

GOTTHOLD EPHRAIM LESSING,  1759

It is a prejudice peculiar to our century in Germany, that
writing has tended to become the measure of merit. Perhaps
a sound philosophy will gradually dispel this prejudice,

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1742-1799

It seems as though among the Germans diligence made, and
had to make, even the poet. It is, I think, as well to remind
our countrymen, if they should wish to raise a claim to
eminence, to choose vocations in which mere diligence and
judgement determine the value of the work, and rather to
avoid those in which a mustard-seed of genius may cast into
the shade the forty years' labours of the assiduous imitator.
One must leave flying to the birds.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1742-1799

In their love for their fatherland they write stuff which makes
people laugh at our beloved fatherland.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1775-1779